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2015 CalENdar

April 
15 Income Taxes Due
18 Spring Fling
MAy 
5 Cinco de Mayo
10 Mother’s Day
25 Memorial Day
June
14 Flag Day
18 Ramadan Begins
21 Father’s Day 
July
4 Independence Day
17 Ramadan Ends

Please support 
our advertisers! 
Most are Richland Park or 
Richland Oaks residents. 
Their support of the news-
letter pays for printing and 
distribution. See pages 18-24.
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Spring is upon us! Come to your 
neighborhood Spring Fling! 
I want to invite everyone to our Spring Fling, to be held on April the18th 
from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. in the west parking lot of Richland Elementary. 
We have fun and 
entertainment 
planned for the 
entire family: music, 
traveling artists, good 
cheer, games, door 
prizes and more. 

One of the new 
attractions will be 
a petting zoo for 
the kids. A display 
of vintage cars is 
also planned. Food 
will be beef and 
chicken fajitas with 
fixings and tea ($5.00 for adults, $3.00 for children). Beer and wine 
will be available. Mayor Laura Maczka and City Council members Bob 
Townsend and Steve Mitchel also plan to attend. Join us! 

This event is sponsored by your Richland HOA and neighbor 
volunteers. 

I look forward to seeing everyone there. 

David Kirkland, 
RHA Program Director
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President’s
Message
richland Homeowners association
richland Park and richland Oaks Community

Dear residents of Richland Park/Oaks,
New lighting fixtures have arrived. The City of Richardson and 

Richardson Electric is scheduling our install and soon we will have 
the latest in LED lighting illuminating our keystone monument at the 
entrance of Richland Park.

Spring Fling-2015 (April 18th) 5-8 at Richland Elementary, west 
side of parking lot. This event is one of two HOA signature events. 
The volunteers and board have designed a new venue we are sure 
you will enjoy. There is something for everyone (adults, children, and 
teenagers). To pre-purchase your tickets, contact Traute Malhotra at 
vp@richlandhoa.com or your Block Captain. If you do not know your 
block captain, contact your new Block Captain Chairs, Nancy Holt: 
nancyogleholt@att.net or Phil Cullens: philip@philipnimmodesign.com.

• Art Tent/Art for Everyone (new venue) — Presenting 2 of our local 
Cultural Art Groups; AIR “Arts Incubator 
of Richardson” and RCAS “Richardson Arts 
Society”. Learn how to paint and design art.

• Vintage Car Show (new)
• Richardson Animal Shelter (animal 

adoption) (new)
• Master Naturalist (learn about nature’s 

creatures) (new)  
• Planting Booth (learn how to plant a potted garden) (new)
• Petting Zoo (new)
• Character Artist, Balloon Artist, Music-DJ, Food, Beverages

If you wondering what the holdup is on the Northeast corner of 
Buckingham/Abrams, the apartment developer is obtaining additional 
permits from the city which has temporarily delayed the process. Things 
should be back in motion soon. The development includes a 2- and 
4-story upper-end apartments.
• 2015 Spring Neighborhood Leadership Workshop is scheduled for 

Tuesday, April 21st at 5:30 p.m.
• A new Starbucks has been approved on the corner of Beltline and 

Main street (where the Chevron station is currently)
• Amir Omar opened a new Mediterranean restaurant kitchen, Kobabi, 

located next to Aboca at Belt line and 75. 
Looking forward to seeing everyone at the upcoming Spring Fling. 

Enjoy your Spring and Summer.
Respectfully,

Curtis Dorian, President, RHA

cRime Watch
vOluNtEErS NEEdEd

The Richland Park/Oaks 
Crime Watch needs more volun-
teers to help patrol our neigh-
borhood. We have fairly good 
coverage during the daytime, but 
are in need of help for night-
time. Unfortunately, late night is 
when we experience most of our 
problems. Therefore, we need 
more volunteers at night, every 
day of the week. This is a great 
way to get out, meet new people, 
learn new things and experience 
something different in life. 

In order to join the Crime 
Watch Patrol, you will need 
to fill out an application form 
which we submit to the Rich-
ardson Police Department. The 
police will run a criminal back-
ground check on each applicant. 
Once all the paperwork has been 
cleared, the applicant will receive 
about six hours of training. All 
new applicants will also be as-
signed a patrol partner. 

Crime Watch Patrols are ex-
tremely effective because crimi-
nals do not want to get caught 
by anyone, police or otherwise. 
So when you put those reflective 
signs on your cars and patrol 
the neighborhood, the bad guys 
tend to go some place else. The 
problem is we need to maintain 
these patrols at all hours in order 
to keep crime away. 

Each shift usually consists 
of one and half hours of patrol 
time every other week (total of 3 
hours per month.) The two shifts 
where we need the most help are 
evenings (7 p.m. to midnight) 
and deep nights (midnight to 
6:00 a.m.).

Crime Watch
Report
richland Homeowners association
richland Park and richland Oaks Community

Hi Neighbors, since the last RichlandNEWS Newsletter (Winter 
2015), we have had very little activity to report. There were only 
a couple of home burglaries in December and January, but we 

did have several car burglaries. 
Right now they are not breaking windows to gain entry because the cars 

were left unlocked. Folks you need to lock them up and take everything 
out. Just a couple of weeks ago four guys in ski-masks were walking the 
alleyways while another followed in a car with his lights off checking car 
doors. To the best of my knowledge nothing was reported stolen. 

While I do have six people that run after midnight patrols, I need more 
to help with late nights (see sidebar this page for more info). It only takes 
a couple of hours every two weeks. At least once a week I get up at 1:30 
a.m. and run patrol from 2:30 a.m. until 5:00 a.m. and then go to work at 
5:30 a.m. and put in an eight-hour day. Now if I can do it, so can some of 
you. Can’t do late nights? Other times are open as well. Let me hear from 
you and you can go on a ride-a-long to see what we do. You are never in 
any danger.

Spring is here and with that comes yard work. Just remember to put the 
Garage door down while mowing. The crooks will be driving around and 
it only takes seconds to lose things out of your home. Yes I said home, like 
inside your home. If you are outside and you leave the door up, they can, 
and will, go inside to take your belongings. 

Think about it. 
Got it? 
Good. 

Stay safe out there!
Bob McClure, Crime Watch Coordinator

214.763.0589 • crimewatchone@yahoo.com

Richland Park and 
Richland Meadow’s 
Personal Officer

ed coleman [214.282.0843]

for emergencies, continue to call 911.
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In my previous article about 
home security I failed 
to mention at least three 

additional security issues.

1: Car security. Per my previous 
article, “Burglary of Motor 
Vehicle” was by far the highest at 
585 during the given period.

Per a locksmith, “experienced” 
car thieves can frequently open 
a locked car within one minute! 
Depending on how much you 
value your car and the security 
thereof, a car alarm can be 
advisable. Granted, in a busy 
shopping center parking area and 
other places like hospital parking 
lots this may not be of much help 
since alarms appear to be going 
off quite frequently with false 
alarms. In addition, some people 
can use their car alarm to locate 
their vehicle. As such, when I hear 
an alarm in a parking lot, I pay 
little or no attention to this unless 
it happens close to me.

However, when you have a car 
alarm going off by your residence, 
that is a different story. Both you 
and, hopefully, your neighbors 
will pay attention to this.

2: Internet security. You may be 
aware that the security of places 
like the various government 
agencies is breached all the time. 
There is no real Internet security!

Therefore I recommend that 
you do not keep any sensitive 
data, including bank account 
passwords, bank account 
numbers, credit card numbers etc. 
on your computer. Instead, like 
myself, keep any and all sensitive 
data on a removable USB device. 
As additional security so that you 
will not lose such data, duplicate 
the data on another removable 
USB device. I have had more than 
once a device go bad and I had a 
back-up which I duplicated onto 
a replacement device. Hopefully 
you have a safe and keep the 
devices in the safe when not in 
use. A safe, depending on the kind 
of safe, can give some problems 
and can affect credit card and 
electronic devices. Therefore, 
store such devices in an insulating 
container and many household 
plastic containers, especially 
freezer containers, may give you 
the protection you need.

I have an estimated 75 to 100 
sites that require a logon and 
password. Maybe half of those 
sites are sensitive and the other 
half are for sites where no theft 
can happen, like Ebay etc. Those 
latter I just keep in a folder on my 
desktop while the sensitive sites 
are on a (multiple) USB external. 

I sure cannot remember 75 to 
100 dual codes and yes, those 
codes should all be different. If 
not, when an Internet criminal 
breaks one code, all sites are 
compromised. When I need to 
access any sensitive site, I plug 
in the USB device and have the 
codes I need. My favorite method, 
which works with most sites, is 
copy and paste. While the device 
is connected it is vulnerable to 
theft. However, the likeliness for 
that happening is minimal as long 
as the unit is not left plugged in 
any longer than needed.

3: Credit cards. The newer cards 
have a “security chip” in the 
card. One of the latest criminal 
gadgets is where one can walk by 
someone, without touching, and 
a device they carry can extract 
the data stored in the chip of 
the card. As security, when the 
card is covered with metal, this 
supposedly will stop such data 
theft. It is my suspicion that even 
wrapping such cards in tinfoil 
should be sufficient for security. 
I have a metal business card case 
that I use for this purpose.

I hope that you may find these 
suggestions useful.

[neighBORhOOdNEWS]

Security Tips by guest contributor, Dr. Leonard Nijssen
Watering the foundation of a house 
to prevent damage to plumbing, exterior and 
interior walls, structural members, and the 
foundation itself is helpful, according to several 
Texas engineers who specialize in soil mechanics 
and construction.

Despite outdoor watering restrictions, the 
value of protecting a home by watering the 
foundation is recognized by local water districts 
and utilities. The most common cause of 
foundation problems in North Texas — even 
when there is no drought — is the “very active 
zone of clay soil running through North Texas 
up into Oklahoma,” says engineer Ian Ray of 
Evergreen Structures in Dallas.

If your home is built on clay soil, which is 
likely if you live in North Texas, then the house’s 
foundation is floating more or less on a sponge, 
according to a Texas A&M University soil 
mechanics expert.

Clay soil is “like a sponge,” says Jean-Louis 
Briaud, professor of civil engineering at Texas 
A&M in College Station. “The sponge changes 
significantly when it’s dry and when it’s wet.” 
And similar to a sponge, clay soil shrinks and 
swells with moisture changes, says Briaud, 
president of the International Society of Soil 
Mechanics and Geotechnical Engineering.

What is “active” about clay soil, according to 
Briaud, is “related to capillary forces,” which 
cause water to be attracted to and adhere to 
the surface of the very tiny silica clay particles, 
swelling them. When the moisture on the 
particles dries, they shrink. That’s what causes 
the soil to move, but “it’s very difficult to predict 
how the soil is going to move” when moisture 
content changes, he says.

The purpose of watering a foundation, Ray 
says, is to keep the soil’s moisture consistent 
around and under the slab. “The goal is to keep 
the soil’s moisture at a 5 on a scale of 1 to 10 
so it doesn’t get very dry, 1, or very wet, 10. 
Consistent moisture is a key.” There must be 
“some means of watering, even in the winter,” 
he says.

Soaker hoses “are effective but you have to 
have good drainage” that steers water away from 
the foundation. Other issues to consider: Does 
rainwater collect around downspouts instead of 
draining away from the foundation? Are trees 

planted so close to the house that roots go under 
a slab foundation?

The problem with tree roots can be significant, 
according to Gary Morgan, a Richardson 
arborist. “The motivation of every tree’s root 
system is to find moisture, which can be 
abundant under foundations.” Tree roots, which 
can consume hundreds of gallons of water per 
week, would be especially attracted to moisture 
under slab foundations in a drought, he says.

The danger is that “the roots may invade a wet 
area and suck it dry,” Morgan says, “then some of 
the tree’s other roots will start looking elsewhere 
and the old roots will die under the slab and 
will leave voids, which can cause even more 
foundation problems because it will collapse the 
space under the slab.”

The best way to avoid tree roots invading a 
foundation, Morgan says, is to plant trees an 
appropriate distance from the house. Since 
different types of trees’ root systems behave in 
different ways, Morgan recommends consulting 
with a certified arborist or horticulturist, 
before adding a tree to the property, for 
recommendations on the appropriate tree based 
on its role in the landscape.

However, if the tree is already in place, the 
typical way to avoid or deal with invasive tree 
roots, Morgan says, is to install a root barrier.

“Every arborist, landscaper and foundation 
repair company will have a different way to do 
this,” Morgan says. Generally, however, the basic 
method involves digging a trench parallel to the 
foundation and “putting some kind of material 
in the trench to retard the growth of the roots.” 
An older, effective material is charcoal. Newer 
materials include fabrics made of nylon or metal.

Trees are not the only plants that can be 
a problem for foundations, according to Ed 
Scoular, a Plano-based construction engineer 
and soil expert who is president of Independent 
Foundation Engineers.

“Shrubbery and other plants have a great thirst 
for water and will act like a pump to pull it out,” 
Scoular says. “Where you have the settling of a 
foundation is probably where there are a lot of 
plants and large demand for water. The smaller 
and fewer the plants, the less effect on the 
foundation.”

Tim Tune is a Fort Worth freelance writer.

Taking Care of Your Home’s Foundation
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Let it snow, let it snow, let it snow
After dodging the bad weather for 

most of the winter, during the last 
week of February and first week 

of March, Mother Nature let us know 
who was boss. For days businesses and 
schools were shut down and travel was 
treacherous around the Metroplex, but 
that didn’t stop the neighborhood from 
having a great time enjoying the snow!

Backyard view from Jim and Valenda Archer.

Karla Weesner adds a new member to RHA.Wendy and Brooke Howard with their dog Emmy.

Molly and Jack (grandchildren of Gail Colwick) and her dog Carley in a snow ball fight!

[neighBORhOOdNEWS]

Eva and Max shoveling snow (photos courtesy of Michelle Devine-Dooley).

Ben Patchen horses around with some 
smooth saxophone jazz.

This snowman is styling with his baby blues and green locks (courtesy of Shawna Bush).
Cab and Spike enjoying the great 
outdoors (courtesy of Kelly Wickersham).
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Spring is the perfect time to get 
organized, both inside the house 
and out. Here are some quick 
tips to help you get your garage 
space in order for those weekend 
projects!

Your garage can do a lot more 
than store a car or odds-and-ends 
you aren’t sure where to put. Try 
these tips for reorganizing your 
space and increasing your garage 
storage.

Use Your Walls
Garages have plenty of wall 
space—so use it to your 
advantage! Try installing shelving 
units for tools and knickknacks, 
while hanging larger items like 
garden tools and bicycles on 
hooks. Installing a pegboard 
is another great use of wall 
space. These boards are ideal 
for organizing tools and cords, 

because your items are easily 
accessible, untangled and visible. 
By neatly storing items on your 
wall, you can maximize your 
organization and your floor’s 
square footage.

Look Up
One of the biggest storage spaces 
in your garage isn’t on the floor; 
it’s on the ceiling. By using sturdy 
overhead racks and rafters, you 
can potentially double your 
storage without using unnecessary 
floor space. Ceiling storage is 
great for boxes, luggage and less 
frequently used items that you 
need to keep, but don’t need to 
pull out often.

Open Mystery Boxes
Be sure you know what’s in each 
of your storage boxes. By seeing 
what they really contain, you 
might be able to consolidate 

items, or better yet, some boxes 
could even be thrown out. But 
prepare for the next time you 
de-clutter and remember to label 
each of your boxes clearly and 
visibly before returning them to 
storage.

Consider Cabinetry
You won’t want to store items out 
in the open that could be toxic 
to children or pets, so consider 
using cabinets to keep harmful 
materials out of sight. Not only 
will they help you keep your loved 
ones safe, they can keep some 
messy looking items hidden from 
view, like bundles of cords or jars 
of nails.

American Home Shield is providing the 
information for general guidance only. Due to 
the general nature of the property maintenance 
and improvement advice in this material, neither 
American Home Shield Corporation, nor its 
licensed subsidiaries assumes any responsibility for 
any loss or damage which may be suffered by the 
use of this information.

Looks like Janet Slaughter and D’Nelle Lyons were quick to get this cowboy to sign up 
and volunteer as a Block Captain.

Traute Maholtra snapped this picture of 
a patron dropping off some books at the 
Little Free Library box at 638 Goodwin.

Valerie Standifer captured these beautiful pictures of her Magnolia tree and kitty tracks 
in her backyard.

Karla Weesner welcomes another friend 
to the neighborhood.

Porsche heeds the Call of the Wild.

How to Maximize your Garage Space
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ALLEY
BEAUTIFICATION
BICYCLE 
BLOCK CAPTAIN
CATS
CRIME WATCH
DOGS
FREE LITTLE LIBRARY

HAWKS
LANDSCAPE
MEMBERSHIP
NEIGHBORHOOD
NEXTDOOR
OAK TREE
RECYCLE
RICHLAND OAKS

RICHLAND PARK
SCHOOL
SIDEWALKS
SPRINKLERS
SPRING FLING
SQUIRRELS
TENNIS COURTS
VOLUNTEER

WORD SEARCH created by Jay and Karla weesner

Instructions: In our word search, words are placed horizontally, vertically and diagonally, both forward and 
backwards. There are also lots of overlaps between words so you will need a keen eye to spot all the words and 
solve the puzzle! We’ll post the answer on Nextdoor and the next RichlandNEWS Newsletter. Enjoy!

Finding Scholarships
Everyone wants free money to help them attend college. There 

are many types of scholarships (they don’t all require that you have 
outstanding grades!), and they are provided by many different 
organizations. Each scholarship provider has 
its own application and its own rules to decide 
who can get its scholarship. Your job is to find 
scholarships for which you think you might qualify 
and to apply by the deadlines. 

Remember…There is no “secret” scholarship 
money out there. You don’t need to pay a 
consultant or join a society just because they say 
they can help you find scholarships. You can find 
them yourself and save some money. Here are 
some free sources of information:

• the U.S. Department of Labor’s FREE online 
scholarship search at www.careerinfonet.org/
scholarshipsearch

• a high school, Upward Bound, or Talent Search 
counselor

• your library’s reference section
• foundations, religious or community organizations, local businesses, 

or civic groups
• organizations (including professional associations) related to your 

field of interest
• ethnicity-based organizations
• your employer or your parents’ 

(parent’s) employers (employer)
• https://studentaid.ed.gov/sites/

default/files/college-prep-
checklist.pdf

Some Additional 
Sources of Student Aid

• The U.S. Department of 
Education is the main source 
of financial aid for college, but 
it isn’t the only source.

• Visit StudentAid.gov/
types#federal-aid to find out 
about education funding 
available from other federal 
agencies.

• Visit www.ed.gov/sgt to find 
out about money available 
from state governments.

• Visit a college’s website or ask 
its financial aid office about 
money the school offers its 
students.

School Financial Aid 
and Education Tips
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Richland Park & Richland Oaks
Architecture  •  Landscaping  •  Beautification

Contact: Michael Bahr 972.235.0230 or architectural@richlandhoa.com

Everybody loves the feeling of fresh 
cut grass between their toes.

Spring is the time of year when the sun is warm, the breeze is cool, and the steady hum of lawnmowers 
once again fills the air. American homeowners take a great deal of pride in their yards, spending about 
$6.4 billion a year on lawn care, according to the Professional Lawn Care Association of America 

[source: The Lawn Institute]. They buy seed, 
fertilizer, herbicide, lawnmowers, string trimmers, 
and other equipment in an effort to create the ideal 
lawn: a lush, green expanse of grass that feels cool 
between the toes.

A healthy summer lawn starts with spring 
maintenance. Winter can alter soil pH, compact 
the soil, and create conditions friendly to weeds 
and disease, so it’s crucial that you properly clean, 
fertilize and mow your yard early in the season. 
So what can you do when winter’s receding 
snow reveals bare spots, invasive plants and 

other problems with your patch of green? Don’t panic — break out the broadcast spreader and do the 
maintenance that will allow your yard to be the envy of your neighbors!

Most Sincerely,
(ALB)Architectural /Landscaping and Beautification Chair, Richland HOA Board

Michael Bahr

Richland Homeowners Association 
is excited to announce our new BBB 
Award (Best Block-Beautification).

In years past, we had awards for Best Yard and we are now upping the ante to include the entire block. 
This will be spear-headed by each Block Captain and the Winner will be awarded a $200.00 prize, to 
apply toward a Block Party of their choosing.

• The objective is to not only enhance our neighborhood, but bring our neighbors together!
• This will be awarded June 1st for Spring, August 1st for Summer and October 1st for Fall.

So let’s all show our Pride in our Properties and in our Neighborhood!

[neighBORhOOdNEWS][neighBORhOOdNEWS]

How does Trash Bash work?
Interested neighborhood groups, 
civic organizations, and individuals 
can register to de-litter an area of 
Richardson. The groups meet at their 
designated area the morning of the event 
and begin cleaning. At 11:00, the groups 
meet at City Hall for the after-cleanup 
festivities. We will provide lunch, door 
prizes, a jazz band, exhibitors and a 
children’s area.

How do I register?
Registration is available online at http://
www.cor.net/TrashBash, or you may call 
our office to register at 972-744-4076. 
You may also print out a registration 
form from the website and fax it to 972-
744-5802 or email it to janet.tucker@cor.
gov. Groups may choose a location that is 
close to them, or pick a location based on 
the size or ages of their group. Areas may 
include neighborhoods, streets, facilities 
(such as schools or shopping centers), 
creeks, parks or other areas of interest.

Does the City of Richardson provide 
any tools or equipment?
Keep Texas Beautiful (KTB) provides 
trash bags and gloves to the participants. 
The City of Richardson provides blue 
recycle bags and mutt mitts if needed. 
On occasion we will have grabbers 
depending on who is sponsoring the 
Great American Clean Up through KTB.

We will be distributing supplies 
the Thursday prior to Trash Bash 
from 6-7pm. The supply pick up is at 
Richardson City Hall, 411 W. Arapaho 
Rd. This is a come and go event, and only 
one person from your group needs to 
attend. Other arrangements can be made 
by calling 972-744-4076.

When and where do I turn in the 
release forms and does each person 
have to sign one?
You may drop off the forms at the supply 
pick up, or turn them in the day of the 
event when you come to City Hall. They 

may also be faxed prior to the event 
to 972-744-5802, or emailed to janet.
tucker@cor.gov.

Yes, anyone that participates must fill 
out a release form. We do have a group 
form available so everyone can sign on 
one form.

Where do I put the trash/recycle bags 
after they are filled?
There will be containers available at City 
Hall for you to dispose of the filled trash 
and recycle bags. If you do not have a 
way to transport the filled bags, they may 
be left at the location you cleaned. If you 
cleaned a park area, leave the bags near 
the trash receptacles in the park. If you 
cleaned another area, place the bags close 
to the curb so they are easily accessible 
for waste disposal or recycle pick up. 
When you check in at City Hall for the 
event, inform the person at registration 
where you left the bags.

What can I put in the recycle bags?
Any recyclable material you collect may 
be placed in the blue bags. For more 
information on what is recyclable, go to 
http://www.cor.net/recycling.

What if I cannot participate on the 
day of Trash Bash, but still want to do 
a cleanup?
You may participate on a different day. 
Contact Janet Tucker to schedule at janet.
tucker@cor.gov or call 972-744-4077.

What other events are provided the 
day of Trash Bash?
In addition to door prizes, lunch and 
educational booths, we will also have 
a bounce house, jazz band, children’s 
activities, free compost, a book drive 
and clothing drive the same day between 
9 am and 1 pm at City Hall. Details 
are below. Electronics recycling and 
document shredding will be provided at 
a NEW LOCATION this year. 
  
Electronics Recycling and Document 
Shredding
The Citizens Police Academy Alumni 
Association (CPAAA) will be hosting 
electronics recycling and document 
shredding from 9 am – 1 pm. This year 

the location for these has moved to the 
First United Methodist Church parking 
lot. Enter the parking lot from the service 
road of US75/Central Expressway. You 
will be directed to the area from there. 
To see a list of items accepted go to 
http://www.cor.net/TrashBash These 
services are provided free of charge, but 
donations are accepted for the CPAAA 
scholarship program.

Compost
Richardson Public Services will be giving 
away Texas Pure Compost in the parking 
lot on the east side of City Hall from 9 
am–1 pm. This is free to residents and 
you may get up to 2.5 cubic feet per 
resident or five 1- gallon containers. 
Please bring your own containers. 
Compost will be given away until supply 
at event is gone.

Clothing Drive
The Network of Community Ministries, 
Inc. will be collecting clothing, shoes, 
coats and accessories. The clothing 
should be gently used and washed, and 
brought in boxes or paper or plastic bags 
(no trash bags). Undergarments will 
not be accepted. The drop off area for 
clothing will be in the drive through at 
the west end of City Hall. 

Are there other ways to volunteer 
besides the clean up?
Volunteers are needed at the event that 
will be held at City Hall. Volunteers can 
help with children’s activities, distribute 
information, register participants, 
provide a door prize, sponsor a booth 
or exhibit, or help with the live plant 
give-away. For more information please 
contact Tisha Lane at 972-744-4082.

Drug Take Back Program
The U. S. Department of Justice Drug 
Enforcement Administration Office of 
Diversion Control has discontinued the 
twice yearly drug take back program.  
There will be No prescription drug take 
back at the Trash Bash Event.

Members of the public may call the 
DEA’s Registration Call Center at 1-800-
882-9539 to find a collection receptacle 
location near them.

Trash Bash!
Saturday, April 18, 2015

http://science.howstuffworks.com/sun.htm
http://home.howstuffworks.com/lawn-mower.htm
http://www.thelawninstitute.org/faqs/?c
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Residential cOde enfORcement

The Residential Inspection Program was estab-
lished to compliment residents’ efforts to maintain 
neighborhood desirability and encourage reinvest-
ment. By working together we can keep Richard-
son an attractive, healthy, and safe place to live! 
Over the years, minimum property maintenance 
standards have been established to help realize this 
goal.  Below are some of the issues our code en-
forcement staff address on a daily basis:

Address Numbers  
To enable the Police and Fire Departments to 
respond quickly to emergency calls, address 
numbers must be posted so that they are clearly 
visible from the street and alley. Numbers must be 
posted on the curb or curbside mailbox and on the 
front and back of a residence on the home, garage, 
fence, or other structure between 3 and 10 feet off 
the ground. Address numbers must be a minimum 
of 3 inches high so that they are easily seen.  
 
High Grass and Weeds  
Residents are responsible for maintaining the grass 
and weeds at their property, including all adjacent 
parkways and alley easements. Grass and weeds are 
in violation when they reach a height of 12 inches.  
 
Vegetation  
Trees, bushes and other vegetation must be kept 
trimmed 7 feet above sidewalks, 14 feet above 
streets and alleys, and 1 foot back from the alley 
pavement. All vegetation should also be kept 
trimmed so that it does not obstruct the view of 
motorists or pedestrians using public streets and 
alleys.  
 
Fences  
Residents are responsible for maintaining the 
fence around their property. Fences should be 
maintained so that they do not lean severely and 
are not missing slats or sections. New fences or 
significant replacement of existing fences require a 
permit. Call the Building Inspection Department 
at 972-744-4180 for more information. 
 
Open Storage  
Open storage is defined as the placement of 
an item that is not customarily used or stored 
outside, or that is made of a material that is not 
weather resistant in an unenclosed outdoor area 
for more than 24 continuous hours. Open storage 
is prohibited in the front yard, on a front porch, 
under a carport, or any other unenclosed area. 
All items stored outdoors must be screened from 
adjacent properties, streets and alleys by a 6-foot, 
solid wooden fence. Outside storage is limited to 
one percent of a residential lot.  

Trash and Debris  
Residents are responsible for ensuring their 
property, including all adjacent parkways and alley 
easements, is free of litter and debris. This includes 
not placing trash out for collection on non-
collection days. To ensure timely collection, trash 
should be placed out before 7:00 am on collection 
days only.  
 
Brush And Bulky Item Collection  
Brush and Bulky Item Collection (BABIC) is a 
free service offered to Richardson residents. The 
service is designed to help residents dispose of 
large amounts of brush and oversized items like 
unwanted appliances and furniture that cannot be 
placed out for regular trash collection. Residents 
must request BABIC service prior to placing an 
item on the parkway for collection. Requests for 
brush or bulky item collection service can be made 
24-hours a day, 7-days a week by leaving a voice-
mail message at (972) 744-4111 or by completing 
an on-line request form. If you wish to dispose of 
(rather than recycle) small bundles of branches, 
they should be cut to 3-foot lengths and placed out 
for regular trash collection.  
 
Minimum Property Standards  
Residents are responsible for maintaining homes 
and businesses by keeping the exterior (brick, 
wood, siding, roof, windows, doors, etc.) free of 
holes and other defects. All wood surfaces must be 
painted and in good condition. 

Home Occupations/Garage Sales  
Home businesses are permitted in Richardson 
so long as they are incidental to the primary use 
of the premises. If you want to operate a busi-
ness from your home, please contact Community 
Services to ensure your business does not violate 
the home occupation ordinance. A residence may 
conduct up to three garage sales per year. Each 
sale may last no longer than three consecutive 
days.  
 
Yard Parking  
Residents may not park vehicles on grass between 
a front building wall and the street, or between a 
side building wall and the street on corner lots. In 
addition, vehicles may not be parked on vacant or 
unimproved lots.  
 
Junk Vehicles  
Junked vehicles, which are vehicles that are 
wrecked, dismantled or inoperable and do not 
have a current registration or safety inspection 
sticker, cannot be parked in public view. 
For a brief overview of the ordinances residential 
code enforcement officers enforce, please visit our 
Residential Quick Code Page.

Neighbors only
Each Nextdoor website is password-protected and private to you and your neighbors. Members 
must verify that they live in the neighborhood before they can join a Nextdoor website.

All your information is secure
Nextdoor takes your privacy seriously. None of the information you share on Nextdoor is available on 
search engines. And your personal information is never shared with advertisers or third parties.

Make your neighborhood safer
When neighbors know each other, they look out for one another. Nextdoor makes it easy to come 
together to create watch groups, report suspicious activity, and prevent crime before it happens.

nextdoor.com
Join your Nextdoor neighborhood at:

When neighbors start talking, good things happen. Nextdoor makes it easy to 
communicate with your neighbors about the issues that matter most in your community.

Nextdoor protects you, your information, and your neighborhood. More than 40,000 
neighborhoods across the country trust Nextdoor to keep them safe.

Share recommendations about local services 
(e.g. babysitters, plumbers, dentists)

Organize neighborhood events (e.g. HOA, 
neighborhood watch, National Night Out)

Report suspicious activities, help prevent crime, 
and receive updates from local police

Connect with parents, pet owners, and other 
groups in your neighborhood

Get to know your fellow neighbors so you
can fi nally call them by name

Featured in

Join today!
It’s free.

[neighBORhOOdNEWS]
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Richland Homeowners Association
2015 Membership Registry

(please prinT clearly or register online at www.richlandhoa.com) 

1. Name and Address (q Owner or q Tenant):

__________________________________ __________________  ___________________________________________________
 First Name                                        Last Name First Name                                        Last Name

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
House Number and Street Name

 
__________________________________ __________________  ___________________________________________________
 Profession (not published) Profession (not published)

2. For publication in the RHA Directory to be used by neighbors to contact you (not available to the public).

Primary Phone  _______________________________________ Primary Phone  ______________________________________ 

3. For Emergency Use Only by Crime Watch Patrol (garage or entry doors open, or fire).

Home Phone _________________________________________ Home Phone ________________________________________
 
Cell Phone  __________________________________________ Cell Phone  __________________________________________

Work Phone _________________________________________ Work Phone ________________________________________

4. For communicating meetings, planned events, and alerts (will not be included in the directory).

E-mail address _______________________________________ E-mail address _______________________________________
    
5. Volunteer Interests (Check each one that interests you!) Best Time for Contact:  _________________________________________

q Crime Watch Patrol (min 2 hrs/month) q 4th of July Flags Distribution q Membership Committee   
q Spring Fling Event Help q DATABASE Support q Seasonal Yard/Block Award Judging   
q Carni-Fall Event Help q Newsletter Contributor q Advertising Marketer for Newsletter
q Block Captain q Social Media – Photography/Posting Events q Beautification Committee

Comments or Suggestions:
 
________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

Enclose Check or use PayPal at www.richlandhoa.com

Annual Dues $40.00

Additional Contribution (Tax Deductible) ___________

Total $ ___________

q Check enclosed      q PayPal      q Bank Payment Service

Payable to RHA and mail with completed form to:
RHA, P.O.Box 852636, Richardson, TX 75085-2636

Richland Homeowners Association
2015 Membership Registry

Membership Dues for January 1st through December 31st, 2015

Dear Neighbors:  

We are fortunate to have a long-running Richland Park/Oaks Homeowners Association (RHA), 
established in 1976. RHA provides many services to keep our neighborhood beautiful, safe, and 
friendly. It’s a voluntary organization, open to home owners and tenants alike. But it only works with 
your support!  Please be a part by contributing your dues and time. New for this year you can now 
join online at www.richlandhoa.com and use  to pay your dues.
 
Membership dues are only $40 a year and provide the following valuable services: 

➢ Crime Watch Patrol – by trained neighborhood volunteers 

➢ Beautification:  
 ~ Matching Fund Projects
 ~ Neighborhood Integrity Programs  
 ~ Replace Lighting with Architectural Enhancements (e.g., lighting, landscaping) 

➢ Social Activities for all ages:
 ~ Spring Fling Festival  ~ Carni-Fall Festival  
 ~ Flags for the 4th of July  ~ National Night Out

➢ Representation at City of Richardson meetings and coordination of matching projects 

➢ Interaction with RISD (local elementary school), Richardson Police and Fire Departments 

➢ Richland News neighborhood newsletter. The first two newsletters go to the entire 
neighborhood, but the last two are delivered only to RHA members (also available online)    

➢ Neighborhood Directory (available only to association members)

➢ Neighborhood Website (www.richlandhoa.com) – linked to http://www.cor.net/ 

➢ RHA Social Networking Site limited to residents only: https://richlandhoa.nextdoor.com/

➢ We’re also on Facebook

Please fill out the 2015 membership form, even if you’re:  
1)  A member who has completed a form in the past, or 
2)  Unable to join at this time, since: 

We use the information to compile an accurate list for Crime Watch Patrol contact information, the 
Neighborhood Directory, and develop email communication lists. We never share this information 
with outside parties – it’s just for the neighbors and the neighborhood.

Thanks for your support!
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       Richardson, Texas   
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Richland News Advertising Rates

The “Richland News” is published four times a year and delivered 
to HOA Members in the Richland Park and Richland Oaks 
neighborhood. Advertisements must be camera-ready and 

can be sent via U.S. Mail to “Richland News,” P. O. Box 852636, 
Richardson, Texas 75085-2636 or sent electronically as a High-
resolution (300 dpi) jpeg or PDF to news@richlandhoa.com. The type, 
size and costs are listed below. RHA Members receive a 10% discount 
on all ads. Payment for advertisements must be paid in advance, before 
newsletters go to print. Cost is per issue.

type size cost
Business Card 3 1/2” wide x 2 1/8” deep (max) $25.00
Quarter Page (Vertical only) 3 1/2” x 4 1/2” deep $50.00
Half Page (Horizontal only) 7 1/2” x 4 1/2” deep $75.00
Full Page 7 1/2” x 9 1/2” deep $125.00

For additional information email: news@richlandhoa.com

Wanna make decisions for the club?
Offer to serve on the RHA board.

CALL FOR PRICING 
D A N N Y  R I C E
4 6 9 . 4 0 0 . 4 0 9 9
drice@whitestonereit.com

9 1 0 1  a t  L B J

Need a coworking space  
without your kids? Reclaim your space at 

the CUBE!

ALL INCLUSIVE, 
TURN-KEY SOLUTION:

 ¡ Phone
 ¡ Wi-Fi
 ¡ Reception
 ¡ Kitchen
 ¡ Conference room (up to 12)
 ¡ Business lounge
 ¡ Covered parking
 ¡ On-site management

 ¡ Flexible furnished offices 
and desks

 ¡ Entrepreneurial focused 
with collaborative 
environment

 ¡ Immediate plug in and work
 ¡ Day rates

 ¡ Fast 
 ¡ Flat Rate
 ¡ Flexible

I-635

9101 LBJ
Service Rd.
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Your Neighbor – Your Realtor® 
	  

Richland Park Resident Since 1977. 
	  

	  

	  

Melinda Knecht, GRI, TRLC, HHS 
Member: North Texas Assoc. of Real Estate Investors 

Phone/Fax/Voicemail:  214.520.4401 
mknecht@virginiacook.com 
www.SoldOnMelinda.com  

 
GLOBAL Referral Network 

	  
	  

When trying to sell your home, it’s important to 
depersonalize and neutralize the space as much as possible 

so potential buyers can picture it as their own. Less is 
always more, so conquer the clutter and sell. As a real 

estate professional, I will help you with these little details that 
move homes from “FOR SALE” to “SOLD.” 

 
 

Alys Investment Group LLC 
	  

We buy houses, any area,  
any condition, cash or terms. 

 
 

Kirsten Owen, Real Estate Investor 

Melinda Knecht, Investor/Realtor ® 
 
 

214-520-4401 
AlysInvestments@gmail.com	   	  

	  

Residential │Commercial │Vacation Homes 
 

Traute H. Malhotra, CRS, GRI 
Keller Williams Broker Associate   

& Mediator 
  

214.592.5962 
THM@THMrealty.com 
www.THMrealty.com 

 

 

Pam Crum 
 

 Your Richland Park & Richland Oaks 

Resident & Neighbor 

972-743-9232  

Email: pamcrum@ebby.com 

www.pamcrum.ebby.com 

3621 Shire Blvd. Ste 100 

Richardson, Texas 75082 

Successfully Assisting with your  

Real Estate Needs since 1984 
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Whether you are planning on adding a durable coat to your exterior or trying 
out a new color on your interior, as North America’s Most Referred Painting 

Company™, CertaPro Painters® is available for all your painting needs.

Call CertaPro Painters® today to schedule a FREE estimate

 972-561-0183
richardson.certapro.com

 Richland 
S P E C I A L
10% OFF 

Any Painting Project* 

*Richland residents only,  
Maximum discount of $500.

LOCALLY OWNED & OPERATED BY 
Don Lenehan & Julia Purvis

INTERIOR. EXTERIOR. RESIDENTIAL. COMMERCIAL.

 Attorney
 Mediator

George S. McKearin
Divorce, Family Law, Wills, Probate

1901 N. Central Expressway

Suite 200, Richardson, TX 75080
Fax: 972-889-3827    Phone: 972-889-3825

GSMMED1@AIRMAIL.NET

WWW. Lawyers.com/McKearinlaw

Richland Park resident for more than 35 years.

 
Mark Solomon 

 

Assurnet 
Insurance 
Agency 

 
 
 

 
                        

         Home—Auto—Health—Business 
 

If it has the word insurance…Call us first! 
 

Hablamos Español 
 

 

833 E Arapaho Rd, Ste 107 
Richardson, TX  75081 

214-739-5610  
Marksr@assurnet.biz 

www.assurnet.biz 
  
 

Serving Richardson 
families since 1986           

John Jones
Certified Public Accountant

Tax Preparation — Bookkeeping
Business Planning — Business Loans

Personalized Quality Service

529 Birch Lane, Richardson, TX 75081-5625
972-231-5245 • 214-695-1190
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Experience 
the Elements 
Difference

personalized. handcrafted. therapeutic

New Clients Only. Cannot be combined with other offers or discounts. 
Limited time offer. Not valid on gift cards.

Richardson Village - Lic# ME2559 
NE corner of Belt Line and Plano Rd 
1475 E Belt Line Rd, Suite 210

972.231.5100 
elementsmassage.com/richardson

Look for our new location in the Mockingbird 
Commons, Lakewood 
NW Corner of Abrams and Mockingbird
elementsmassage.com/lakewood

Reduced stress, elevated mood, and a strengthened immune system are 
all part of experiencing a therapeutic massage The Elements Way.™ 

Let us handcraft a massage just for you. Call now to book your 
personalized session.


